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Welcome to Prince of Peace! As we begin worship, we hope and pray 
this will be a time of connecting to God and one another so that we 

might leave this worship service ready to love and serve our 
neighbors. 

  Bold print indicates response from all the people 

Gathering   

Prelude  Andantino in A-flat          César Franck 

 

Welcome 

 

Opening Words 

Today we give thanks to God for the return of Pastor Sara and for the 
leadership she provides. We ask God’s blessing on us and on Pastor Sara as 
she returns to us from this Sabbatical time.  

We give thanks to God for using this intentional time apart for growth and 
rest both for Pastor Sara and for our congregation. We give thanks for Vicar 
Sharon and the staff, for our lay leaders and volunteers who stepped in to 
care for our ministries and people. 

We give thanks to God for bringing Pastor Sara back into our community 
safely and we look forward to the new things that God is doing in our midst as 
we seek together to connect, love, and serve.  

Congregation: We rejoice that God has brought you back into our presence 
refreshed, and we welcome you with open arms. 

Pr. Sara: It is good to be back among this community at Prince of Peace… 

Congregation: We thank the Lord for this time apart and for this time of 
returning! 

Pr. Sara: I thank God for our shared ministry over the past 9 years. I am 
committed to the mission and ministries of Prince of Peace, to God’s people in 
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this community, and to the incredible future and call God has placed in our 
collective hearts. 

Returning the Pastor’s Stole 

*Please stand as you are able* 

*Congregational Laying on of Hands 

*The Peace of Christ  

The peace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. And also with you. Amen. 

* Opening Prayer 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 
which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in 
you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to 
you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and 
feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
we are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always 

more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, we are shown God’s 

mercy: we are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 

 

 

 



*Gathering Hymn The Trumpets Sound the Angels Sing 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Prayer of the Day   

L: The Divine presence of Christ be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 

of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading      Amos 7:7-15 
7 This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 

built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, 
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

 “See, I am setting a plumb line 
  in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass them by; 

 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

 10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the 

land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, 

 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
  and Israel must go into exile 

  away from his land.’ ” 

12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, 

earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 

 14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I 

am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took me 
from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 

Israel.’ ” 



Gospel Reading      Mark 6:14-29 

14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become 
known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; 

and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “It is 

Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But 
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

  17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod 

had married her. 18 For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 

have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and 

wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he 
was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he 

was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity 
came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 

officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, 

“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to 

her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She 
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The 

head of John the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and 
requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 

platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and 

for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a 
soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then 

the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came 
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Kid’s Message                              Drew Ajer                      

Sermon          Dave Birdsall  

Song of the Day Let Streams of Living Justice  

      (Printed on the next page)       



    

 



*Prayers of the People 
We join together in praying as a church body. Prayers are organized by 
themes and each prayer ends with… 
          L:  God of grace, 
         C:  Hear our prayers. 

*Passing of the Peace 

We give one another a word of peace, as a prayer and a blessing. It is a 
unique greeting that grounds us here. 
 

Offering 
Your offering makes possible and powerful the ministries of this 
congregation.  You may place your offering in one of the plates in 
the back of the church.  If you wish to give your offering 
electronically today, please scan this QR code…  

 

The Meal      

*Please stand as you are able* 

*Words of Institution 

*Invitation to Receive Communion 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, welcomes everyone (and we mean 
everyone!) to this table.  No matter one’s race, ethnicity, gender 
expression, sexual orientation, ability, or faith background. 

*The Lord’s Prayer (Inclusive) 

Our Beloved Parent in heaven, holy is your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The communion 
bread is vegan and 
we have gluten free 
options.  Wine is 
red, grape juice is 
white.  Please be 
welcome here! 
 

If the walk to the 
altar is too far, 
just let our usher 
know and we can 
bring you 
communion! 

 
 

  
 

 

 



 

Communion Music I Giorni        Ludovico Einaudi 

                      Anthem     Summer Choir   
                        

The Sending      

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing of the Youth Gathering Attendees 

 

*Blessing    

The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 

*Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please enjoy the postlude music 

Postlude  Omne Quod Requiris Amor Est        C. Antharidas  

            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This portion of 
worship is meant 
to turn our 
hearts out 
towards our 
neighbors and 
world in need.  
 
We head out of 
worship into the 
mission field…to 
love others as we 
have been loved 
here. So, GO!  
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With thanks to our worship leaders: 
Todd Hauschildt, Head Usher 

Connie Chen, Reader 
David Laudenslager, Sound & Video Tech  

Lise McCarthy, Coffee Hosts  
 

Prince of Peace Staff     
Rev. Sara Pearson   

Drew Ajer, Director of Youth and Service 
Sharon DeGraw, Intern Pastor 

Anne Hess, Office Manager 
Katie Hoffman, Office Associate 

Barbara Day Turner, Director of Music 
Michael Touchi, Pianist/Organist 

Kerry Lewis, Music Staff Associate 
 
Licenses: 
Christian Copyright Solutions License #12833 
Song Use and Streaming 
CCLI License # 1772348 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+++ 
 

Scan this code to connect to our hearing assistance app.  

 

 



 

Welcome Visitors! 
 
We are so glad you joined us! Please drop by the welcome center and sign 
our guest book, or use the Visitor Card in the pews and leave it in the 
offering plate. 
 
Learn about upcoming events: ask for a copy of the “Peace Notes”, our 
printed announcements and calendar. We invite you to learn more about us 
on our website at propeace.org. 
 
Prince of Peace is a congregation in the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA. 
 
We are proud to be a Reconciling in Christ congregation, publicly affirming 
our commitment to be a welcoming community of faith for LGBTQ+ people 
and their families.  
 
Gender Neutral bathrooms are available across the courtyard in the 
breezeway- Gate code: 1606, Door code: 0704 .  
 
We are also a member of NAMI-FaithNet, creating mental-health friendly, 
stigma-free congregations in the Santa Clara Valley. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

spselca.net 

 

 

 
 
 

reconcilingworks.org 

namisantaclara.org/

classes/faith-net-2 

elca.org propeace.org 


